Music: Songs of “The Little Mermaid” Become
‘Part of Your World’ In New Attraction at Disney
California Adventure Park
ANAHEIM, Calif., June 2, 2011 ? Guests experiencing The Little Mermaid ~ Ariel’s Undersea Adventure in Disney
California Adventure park will relive the romance and excitement of the classic “Little Mermaid” story through scenic
design, Audio-Animatronics characters, special effects and, of course, the award-winning songs written by Howard
Ashman and Alan Menken for the Disney animated motion picture.
The musical aspects of the experience begin in the Little Mermaid queue area, where guests waiting to board will
hear an extended medley of songs from the original film, like the overture to a Broadway show.
Then, as they travel through the attraction, guests will see the familiar characters performing beloved musical
numbers in exquisitely designed animated scenes, including “Part of Your World,” a rousing, spectacular “Under the
Sea,” “Kiss the Girl,” and Ursula the Sea Witch’s darkly persuasive “Poor Unfortunate Souls.” Some original voice
artists from “The Little Mermaid,” including Jodi Benson (Ariel) and Pat Carroll (Ursula), are featured on the
attraction’s soundtrack.
The score for The Little Mermaid ~ Ariel’s Undersea Adventure was recorded by a 65-piece orchestra under the
direction of Arranger and Orchestrator, Danny Troob, who has collaborated on many theatrical scores with Alan
Menken, composer of the film score for “The Little Mermaid.” Troob’s arrangements were specially created for the
Little Mermaid attraction.
“In film, the music withdraws and is supposed to be in the background,” Troob explains. “In a theme park (attraction),
the music is supposed to be consistently entertaining, so your approach has to be a lot more proactive and even
aggressive.”
Of the several musical highlights in The Little Mermaid ~ Ariel’s Undersea Adventure, the largest scene is a fullscale musical “extravaganza” featuring 129 different characters performing “Under the Sea.” The sequence takes up
approximately one-third of the area inside the attraction and has a scope similar to that of the final scene in “It’s a
Small World.”
As in the motion picture, songs like “Part of Your World” and “Poor Unfortunate Souls” illuminate key “Little Mermaid”
characters and drive the emotional content of the show. As Larry Nikolai, Imagineering creative director and show
designer for the Little Mermaid attraction observes, “I like to think the characters are the heart of our attraction, but
music is really the soul. It brings everything to life and makes the story so special.”

About the Disneyland Resort
The Disneyland Resort features two spectacular theme parks – Disneyland (the original Disney theme park) and
Disney California Adventure park – plus the Downtown Disney District comprised of unique dining, entertainment
and shopping experiences. The Resort’s three hotels are the luxurious, 948-room Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel
& Spa, which also features 50 two-bedroom equivalent DVC units; the magical 969-room Disneyland Hotel and the
481-room Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel with its “day-at-the-beach” fun. For information on new attractions and
vacations at Disneyland Resort visit www.disneyland.com, call (866) 60-DISNEY or contact local travel agents.
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